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In this fascinating study, Keeton addresses general themes, such as the law of debt and the development of
the common law (as demonstrated by Shylock), as well as specific topics like the trial of Hermione and the
divorce of Queen Katherine. "This is a book for which there has been a real need for many years, and
lawyers as well as laymen are greatly indebted to Mr. Keeton for this admirable treatment of his subject. For
we should understand at the outset that Mr. Keeton's job might well have been done in a miserable fashion;
and, in general, that the borderline subjects between law and literature have quite often been handled with a
low grade of workmanship. For to write of the law as it is found in Shakespeare's plays, one must be a
Shakespearian scholar, a trained lawyer, and a legal historian; and most important of all, one should handle
this vast field of learning efficiently but not too ponderously. With all his learning Mr. Keeton never makes
his erudition oppressive, and with all the mastery with which the subject is handled, he treats everything
lightly and easily, so that the reader is hardly conscious of the wealth which he receives.": Paul L. Sayre,
Iowa Law Review 17 (1931-1932) 146-47. "Although I do not think that any notice by me is required, yet I
cannot but commend this little book to all who may incline to learn something of the law as Shakespeare
knew it, and are curious regarding the use he made of legal procedure in his plays. For my own part I have
found especially interesting and profitable, Mr. Keeton's examination of the cause of Shylock and Antonio,
his explanation of the various arguments employed by Portia, and his conjectures concerning the absence of
other contentions who relevance, at a first glance, may appear sufficient to have justified their submission to
the judgement of the Doge. As it is, the speech of Portia would perhaps more closely resemble the addresses
to which juries are privileged to listen did it contain more false points than it does." --From the preface by
the Rt. Hon. Lord Darling "Mr. Keeton's studies will be found instructive and interesting in various degrees
by readers who know their Shakespeare but are not learned in the law, by lawyers who want an occasion for
improving their knowledge of Shakespeare and sharpening their wits, and by Shakespearean students of all
sorts. It is no great matter whether they agree with all his conclusions or not, for at any rate he knows what
he is talking about and will make them think." --Sir Frederick Pollock, Law Quarterly Review 46 (1930) 522
George W. Keeton was a barrister of Gray's Inn, where he was the Bacon Scholar, Foundation Scholar in
Law of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, and Senior Lecturer in Law at the Victoria University of
Manchester. A remarkably prolific author, he published notable works on charities, equity, legal history,
trusts and international law. CONTENTS FOREWORD I. THE BASTARDY OF FALCONBRIDGE II.
SHYLOCK AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMON LAW III. HENRY VIII AND HIS
COUNCIL IV. LOCAL JUSTICE IN SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS V. INTERNATIONAL LAW IN
SHAKESPEARE VI. THE LAW OF DEBT IN SHAKESPEARE VII. MEASURE FOR MEASURE: THE
PROBLEM OF CRIME VIII. THE TITLE TO THE CROWN IN THE HISTORIES IX. SHAKESPEARE'S
VIEW OF THE ENGLISH KINGSHIP X. THE TRIAL OF HERMIONE XI. LORD CHIEF JUSTICE
GASCOIGNE XII. RICHARD II. AND THE TRIAL OF THE EARL OF ESSEX XIII. TRIAL BY
BATTLE IN SHAKESPEARE XIV. HENRY GARNET, THE EQUIVOCATOR XV. THE TRIAL OF THE
DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER FOR WITCHCRAFT XVI. THE DIVORCE OF QUEEN KATHARINE
XVII. HENRY V.'S CLAIM TO THE FRENCH THRONE XVIII. THE DEATH OF HUMPHREY, DUKE
OF GLOUCESTER INDEX INDEX TO PLAYS
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From reader reviews:

Steven Bemis:

The feeling that you get from Shakespeare and his Legal Problems is the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Shakespeare and his Legal Problems giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular Shakespeare and his Legal Problems instantly.

Betty Smith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Shakespeare and his Legal Problems.

Edgar Workman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Shakespeare and his Legal Problems why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Fernando Minaya:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Shakespeare and his Legal Problems can give
you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Shakespeare and his Legal
Problems.
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