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“[Murchison] employ[s] his incomparable pen and vivid historical imagination in the cause of bringing
back to life one of the most underrated and misunderstood of the Founders.”
—The American Conservative

The Cost of Liberty offers a sorely needed reassessment of a great patriot and misunderstood Founder.

It has been more than a half century since a biography of John Dickinson appeared. Author William
Murchison rectifies this mistake, bringing to life one of the most influential figures of the entire Founding
period, a principled man whose gifts as writer, speaker, and philosopher only Jefferson came near to
matching. In the process, Murchison destroys the caricature of Dickinson that has emerged from such
popular treatments as HBO’s John Adams miniseries and the Broadway musical 1776.

Dickinson is remembered mostly for his reluctance to sign the Declaration of Independence. But that
reluctance, Murchison shows, had nothing to do with a lack of patriotism. In fact, Dickinson immediately
took up arms to serve the colonial cause—something only one signer of the Declaration did. He stood on
principle to oppose declaring independence at that moment, even when he knew that doing so would deal the
“finishing blow” to his once-great reputation.

Dubbed the “Penman of the Revolution,” Dickinson was not just a scribe but also a shaper of mighty events.
From the 1760s through the late 1780s he was present at, and played a significant role in, every major
assemblage where the Founders charted America’s path—a claim few others could make. Author of the
landmark essays Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania, delegate to the Continental Congress, key figure
behind the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution, chief executive of both Pennsylvania and
Delaware: Dickinson was, as one esteemed historian aptly put it, “the most underrated of all the Founders.”

This lively biography gives a great Founder his long-overdue measure of honor. It also broadens our
understanding of the Founding period, challenging many modern assumptions about the events of 1776 and
1787.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

The experience that you get from The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives of the Founders)
may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson
(Lives of the Founders) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives of the Founders) instantly.

Thelma Martin:

The e-book untitled The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives of the Founders) is the e-book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives
of the Founders) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Leona Hicks:

The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives of the Founders) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Cost of
Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives of the Founders) although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Eunice Holt:

The book untitled The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson (Lives of the Founders) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
examine.
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