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A hell-bent-for-leather fighter pilot, Elwyn G. Righetti remains one of the most unknown, yet compelling,
colorful and controversial commanders of World War II. Vanished Hero tells the story of this remarkable
man and the air war that he and his comrades fought, while examining his possible fate.

Arriving late to the war, he led the England-based 55th Fighter Group against the Nazis during the closing
months of the fight with a no-holds-barred aggressiveness that transformed the group from a middling
organization into a headline-grabbing team that had to make excuses to no one. Indeed, Righetti’s boldness
paid off as he quickly achieved ace status and additionally scored more strafing victories?27?than any other
Eighth Air Force pilot.

However, success came at a high cost in men and machines. Some of Righetti’s pilots resented him as a
Johnny-come-lately intent on winning a sack of medals at their expense. But most lauded their spirited new
commander and his sledgehammer audacity. Indeed, he made his men most famous for “loco busting,” as
they put more than six hundred enemy locomotives out of commission?170 in just two days!

Ultimately, Righetti’s calculated recklessness ran full speed into the odds. His aircraft was hit while strafing
an enemy airfield only four days before the 55th flew its last mission. Almost farcically aggressive to the
end, he coaxed his crippled fighter through one more firing pass before making a successful crash landing.
Immediately, he radioed his men that he was fine and asked that they reassure his family. Righetti was never
heard from again.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Parkin:

The book Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing
King to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide
Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Daniel Gordon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Vanished Hero: The Life, War and
Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King book since this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it as you know.

Joshua Atkins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious
Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look
at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need
to have Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King.

Donna Robinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Vanished Hero: The Life, War and Mysterious Disappearance of America's WWII Strafing King when you



needed it?
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