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If it is true, as Tocqueville suggested, that social and class systems shape technology, research, and
knowledge, then the effects should be visible both at the individual level and at the level of technical
institutions and local environments. That is the central issue addressed in Constructing a Bridge, a tale of two
cultures that investigates how national traditions shape technological communities and their institutions and
become embedded in everyday engineering practice.Eda Kranakis first examines these issues in the work of
two suspension bridge designers of the early nineteenth century: the American inventor James Finley and the
French engineer Claude-Louis-Marie-Henri Navier. Finley -- who was oriented toward the needs of rural,
frontier communities -- designed a bridge that could be easily reproduced and constructed by carpenters and
blacksmiths. Navier -- whose professional training and career reflected a tradition of monumental
architecture and had linked him closely to the Parisian scientific community -- designed an elegant, costly,
and technically sophisticated structure to be built in an elite district of Paris. Charting the careers of these
two technologists and tracing the stories of their bridges, Kranakis reveals how local environments can shape
design goals, research practices, and design-to-construction processes.Kranakis then offers a broader look at
the technological communities and institutions of nineteenth-century France and America and at their ties to
technological practice. She shows how conditions that led to Finley's and Navier's distinct designs also
fostered different systems of technical education as well as distinct ideologies and traditions of engineering
research.The result of this two-tiered, comparative approach is a reorientation of a historiographic tradition
initiated by Tocqueville (and explored more recently by Eugene Ferguson, John Kasson, and others) toward
a finer-grained analysis of institutional and local environments as mediators between national traditions and
individual styles of technological research and design.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Miller:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Constructing a Bridge: An
Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America
(Inside Technology) to read.

Jessie Nathan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering
Culture, Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) as the daily
resource information.

Gale Taylor:

Why? Because this Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and Research in
Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

John Gravatt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Constructing a Bridge: An
Exploration of Engineering Culture, Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America
(Inside Technology) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.



Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick Constructing a Bridge: An Exploration of Engineering
Culture, Design, and Research in Nineteenth-Century France and America (Inside Technology) become your
personal starter.
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