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Spain’s infamous “false chronicles” were alleged to have been unearthed in 1595 in a monastic library deep
in the heart of the German-speaking territories of the Holy Roman Empire by the Jesuit priest Jerónimo
Román de la Higuera. Though rife with anachronisms and chronological inaccuracies, these four volumes of
invented “truths” about Spanish sacred history radically transformed the religious landscape in Counter-
Reformation Spain and were not definitively exposed as forgeries until centuries later, after nearly two
hundred years of scholarly debate. 
              
In this fascinating study, Katrina B. Olds explores the history, author, and legacy of one of the world’s most
compelling and consequential frauds. The book examines how a relatively obscure Jesuit priest so
successfully fabricated a set of supposedly historical documents that they were accepted as authentic for
generation after generation. The chronicles’ influence was so powerful, in fact, that they continued to shape
scholarly discourse, religious practice, and local heritage throughout Spain well into the twentieth century,
despite having been debunked as forgeries in the eighteenth. Olds’s fascinating analysis brings together
intellectual, cultural, religious, and political history while reinvigorating an ongoing debate on the uses and
abuses of history and the nature of historical and religious truth.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

The book Forging the Past: Invented Histories in Counter-Reformation Spain can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing
like a book Forging the Past: Invented Histories in Counter-Reformation Spain? Some of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Forging the Past: Invented Histories in Counter-
Reformation Spain has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Forging the Past: Invented Histories in
Counter-Reformation Spain e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Forging the
Past: Invented Histories in Counter-Reformation Spain as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Steve Teegarden:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. Forging the Past: Invented Histories in Counter-Reformation Spain can be your answer because
it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Elizabeth Brown:

This Forging the Past: Invented Histories in Counter-Reformation Spain is completely new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Forging the Past: Invented Histories in Counter-Reformation Spain can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss



the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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