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Social work and social policy in the United States have always had a complex and troubled relationship. In
The Altruistic Imagination, John H. Ehrenreich offers a critical interpretation of their intertwined histories,
seeking to understand the problems that face these two vital institutions in American society.

Ehrenreich demonstrates that the emphasis of social work has always vacillated between individual treatment
and social reform. Tracing this ever-changing focus from the Progressive Era, through the development of
the welfare state, the New Deal, and the affluent 1950s and 1960s, into the administration of Ronald Reagan,
he places the evolution of social work in the context of political, cultural, and ideological trends, noting the
paradoxes inherent in the attempt to provide essential services and reflect at the same time the intentions of
the state. He concludes by examining the turning point faced by the social work profession in the 1980s,
indicated by a return to casework and a withdrawal from social policy concerns.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Altruistic Imagination: A History of
Social Work and Social Policy in the United States. All type of book would you see on many options. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lillian Chatman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Altruistic Imagination: A History of Social
Work and Social Policy in the United States is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Daniel White:

The guide with title The Altruistic Imagination: A History of Social Work and Social Policy in the United
States contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

William Littlejohn:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be go through. The Altruistic Imagination: A History of Social Work and
Social Policy in the United States can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.
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