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For over twenty years the abortion debate has raged, with each side entrenched in unyielding positions. This
book breaks the impasse by using pro-life premises to reach pro-choice conclusions. While it is commonly
assumed that state protection of the fetus as a form of human life undermines women's reproductive rights,
McDonagh instead illuminates how it is exactly such state protection of the fetus that strengthens, rather than
weakens, not only women's right to an abortion, but even more significantly, women's ability to call on the
state for abortion funding. McDonagh's approach, by bridging the divide between pro-life and pro-choice
advocates, revolutionizes the abortion debate in a way that opens up a whole new avenue for resolving the
abortion conflict and advancing women's rights.

McDonagh reframes the abortion debate by locating the missing piece of the puzzle: the fetus as the cause of
pregnancy. After exposing the myths on this subject, her exacting analysis presents the scientific and legal
evidence that the ultimate source of pregnancy is the fetus. The central issue then becomes what the fetus, as
an active agent, does to a woman's body during pregnancy, whether that pregnancy is wanted or not.
McDonagh graphically describes the massive changes produced by the fetus when it takes over a woman's
body. As such, pregnancy is best depicted not as a condition that women have a right to choose but rather as
a condition to which they must have a right to consent.

Abortion, therefore, does not rest on the intensely debated principle, stated in Roe, that women have a right
to be free from state interference when choosing privately what to do with their own bodies. Instead, as
McDonagh's book explains, abortion rights flow inevitably from women's more established right to consent
to what another agent does to their body. Specifically, women have a right to resist an unwanted intrusion by
a fetus as well as to receive help from the state to stop such an intrusion.

Moving abortion rights from choice to consent has broad legal and cultural ramifications tapping into the
very cornerstone of the American political system: consent. McDonagh unravels the consequences of
extending to pregnant women the same guarantees of bodily integrity and liberty possessed by others in our
society. Specifically, she shows why a woman who does not consent to be made pregnant by a fetus, not only
has a right to terminate pregnancy, but why the state violates constitutional due process and equal protection
guarantees when it fails to provide her with the same protections against nonconsensual intrusions by a fetus
as it provides against nonconsensual intrusions by other parties. This book pivotally strengthens, therefore,
not only women's right to abortion but also abortion funding. By providing new grounds both for the public
funding of abortion and for the removal of government restrictions on abortions, it lays the foundation for
enhancing women's rights through major policy changes in legislatures and courts.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important normally. The book Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From Choice
to Consent ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From Choice to
Consent is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From Choice to Consent. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Gloria Smith:

Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From Choice to Consent can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Breaking the Abortion Deadlock:
From Choice to Consent nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Tina McKinney:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From Choice to Consent was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Henry Rodriguez:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From
Choice to Consent to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine
it. Beside that the publication Breaking the Abortion Deadlock: From Choice to Consent can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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