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At the age of eighteen, Chad Rowan left his home in rural Hawai'i for Tokyo with visions of becoming a star
athlete in Japan's national sport, sumo. But upon his arrival he was shocked less by the city crowds and the
winter cold than by having to scrub toilets and answer to fifteen-year-olds who had preceded him at the sumo
beya. Rowan spoke no Japanese. Of Japanese culture, he knew only what little his father, a former tour bus
driver in Hawai'i, had been able to tell him as they drove to the airport. And he had never before set foot in a
sumo ring.

Five years later, against the backdrop of rising U.S.–Japan economic tension, Rowan became the first gaijin
(non-Japanese) to advance to sumo's top rank, yokozuna. His historic promotion was more a cultural
accomplishment than an athletic one, since yokozuna are expected to embody highly prized Japanese values
such as hard work, patience, strength, and hinkaku, a special kind of dignity thought to be available only to
Japanese. He was promoted ahead of his two main rivals, the brothers Koji and Masaru Hanada, who had
been raised in the sumo beya run by their father, the former sumo great Takanohana I. Perhaps the defining
moment of the gaijin's unique success occurred at the 1998 Nagano Olympics, when Rowan, chosen to
personify "Japanese" to one of the largest television audiences in history, performed a sacred sumo ritual at
the opening ceremony.

Gaijin Yokozuna chronicles the events leading to that improbable scene at Nagano and beyond, tracing
Rowan's life from his Hawai'i upbringing to his 2001 retirement ceremony. Along the way it briefly
examines the careers of two Hawai'i-born sumotori who paved the way for Rowan, Jesse Kuhaulua
(Takamiyama) and Salevaa Atisanoe (Konishiki). The author shares stories from family members, coaches,
friends, fellow sumo competitors, and of course Rowan himself, whom he accompanied on three Japan-wide
exhibition tours. The work is further informed by volumes of secondary source material on sumo, Japanese
culture, and local Hawai'i culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of
Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sam Stenger:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A
Latitude 20 Book) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Susan Ford:

Beside this Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Elijah McWhorter:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad
Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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