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In 1865, Heinrich Portscheller emigrated to Mexico from his native Germany, perhaps motivated by a desire
to avoid compulsory military service in the Austro-Prussian War. The scion of a well-known family of
masons and master builders, he had the misfortune to disembark at Veracruz during the Franco-Mexican
War. Portscheller and his traveling companion were impressed into the imperialist forces and sent to
northern Mexico. Sometime following the Battle of Santa Gertrudis in1866, Portscheller deserted the army
and eventually made a place for himself in Roma, a small town in Starr County, Texas.

Over the next decades, Portscheller acquired a reputation as a master builder and architect. He brought to the
Lower Rio Grande Valley his long heritage of Old World building knowledge and skills and integrated them
with the practices of local Mexican construction and vernacular architecture. However, despite his many
contributions to the distinctive architecture of Roma and surrounding places, by the mid-twentieth century he
was largely forgotten.

During nearly fifty years of historical sleuthing in South Texas and Germany, W. Eugene George
reconstructed many of the details of the life and career of this important South Texas craftsman. Containing
editorial contributions by Mary Carolyn Hollers George and featuring a foreword by Mariá Eugenia Guerra
and a concluding assessment by noted architectural historian Stephen Fox, Master Builder of the Lower Rio
Grande: Heinrich Portscheller at last permits a long-overdue appreciation of the legacy of this influential
architect and builder of the Texas-Mexico borderlands.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Lefevre:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Master Builder of the Lower Rio Grande: Heinrich
Portscheller (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Vivian Obrien:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Master Builder of the Lower Rio Grande: Heinrich Portscheller (Sara and John
Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short extra time problems.

Victor Parisi:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Master Builder
of the Lower Rio Grande: Heinrich Portscheller (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities)
offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Daisy Harris:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is Master Builder of the Lower Rio Grande: Heinrich Portscheller (Sara and
John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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