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In the early 1820s, in the gloomy aftermath of the 1789 Revolution and the Napoleonic wars, the French
Romantic painter Théodore Géricault (1791-1824) made five portraits of patients in an asylum or clinic. No
depictions of madness before or since can compare with them for humanity, straightforwardness and
immediacy. Why were they painted? For whom? Art-historical ways of accounting for them open up
questions about the nature of psychoanalytic interpretation. The portraits challenge us to find responses in
ourselves to the face and the embodied mysteries of the other person, and to our own internal (unconscious,
disavowed) otherness: in this sense, Géricault was a “painter-analyst”.

The challenge could not be more urgent, in our world of suspicion of the stranger, and of the medicalization
of madness. The book sketches the history of this last process, from the Enlightenment through to the
Revolution and its public health policies, to the birth of the asylum in its interface with the penal system. But
there was also a new medico-philosophical conviction that the mad were never wholly mad, and their
suffering and disturbance might best be addressed through relationship and speech. For contemporaries like
Stendhal and Hegel, we are all split subjects. The portraits, painted during a period of unprecedented social,
cultural and economic transformation, on the threshold of modernity, register a critical moment in the history
of psychotherapy and psychiatry, and of the human subject itself. They help us grasp and give proper value
to some of the living roots of psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

In other case, little folks like to read book Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the
Subject of Psychotherapy. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of
Psychotherapy. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Brent Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Portraits of the Insane:
Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Portraits of
the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy become your current starter.

Deborah Hart:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the
Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Cheryl Waller:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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