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What causes psychiatric disorders to appear? Are they primarily the result of people s environments, or of
their genes? Increasingly, we are told that research has confirmed the importance of genetic influences on
psychiatric disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, autism, and attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD).
This timely, challenging book provides a much-needed critical appraisal of the evidence cited in support of
genetic theories of psychiatric disorders, which hold that these disorders are caused by an inherited genetic
predisposition in combination with environmental agents or events. In fact, the field of psychiatric genetics is
approaching the crisis stage due to the continuing failure, despite years of concerted worldwide efforts, to
identify genes presumed to underlie most mental disorders.

The belief that such genes exist is based on studies of families, twins, and adoptees. However, the author
shows that these studies provide little if any scientifically acceptable evidence in support of genetics. In fact,
researchers initial "discoveries" are rarely replicated. As this becomes more understood, and as fruitless gene
finding efforts continue to pile up, we may well be headed towards a paradigm shift in psychiatry away from
genetic and biological explanations of mental disorders, and towards a greater understanding of how family,
social, and political environments contribute to human psychological distress. Indeed, Kenneth Kendler, a
leading twin researcher and psychiatric geneticist for over two decades, wrote in a 2005 edition of The
American Journal of Psychiatry that the "strong, clear, and direct causal relationship implied by the concept
of a gene for ... does not exist for psychiatric disorders. Although we may wish it to be true, we do not have
and are not likely to ever discover genes for psychiatric illness."
The author devotes individual chapters to ADHD, autism, and bipolar disorder. Looking specifically at
autism, despite the near-unanimous opinion that it has an important genetic component, the evidence cited in
support of this position is stunningly weak. It consists mainly of family studies, which cannot disentangle the
potential influences of genes and environment, and four small methodologically flawed twin studies whose
results can be explained by non-genetic factors. Not surprisingly, then, years of efforts to find "autism genes"
have come up empty.
This is an important book because theories based on genetic research are having a profound impact on both
scientific and public thinking, as well as on social policy decisions. In addition, genetic theories influence the
types of clinical treatments received by people diagnosed with psychiatric disorders. Yet, as the author
demonstrates, these theories do not stand up to critical examination.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Missing Gene: Psychiatry,
Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dustin Davis:

The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Robert Holt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Missing Gene: Psychiatry,
Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
The Missing Gene: Psychiatry, Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes as good book not merely by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lester Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Missing Gene: Psychiatry,
Heredity, And the Fruitless Search for Genes.
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