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Joseph Needham's Science and Civilisation in China is a monumental piece of scholarship which breaks new
ground in presenting to the Western reader a detailed and coherent account of the development of science,
technology and medicine in China from the earliest times until the advent of the Jesuits and the beginnings of
modern science in the late seventeenth century. It is a vast work, necessarily more suited to the scholar and
research worker than the general reader. This paperback version, abridged and re-written by Colin Ronan,
makes this extremely important study accessible to a wider public. The present book covers the material
treated in volumes I and II of Dr Needham's original work. The reader is introduced to the country of China,
its history, geography and language, and an account is given of how scientific knowledge travelled between
China and Europe. The major part of the book is then devoted to the history of scientific thought in China
itself. Beginning with ancient times, it describes the milieu in which arose the schools of the Confucians,
Taoists, Mohists, Logicians and Legalists. We are thus brought on to the fundamental ideas which dominated
scientific thinking in the Chinese Middle Ages, to the doctrines of the Two Forces (Yin and Yang) and the
Five Elements (wu hsing), to the impact of the sceptical tradition and Buddhist and Neo-Confucian thought.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1.
Try to face the book The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1 as your good friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Peter White:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1 it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high
quality.

Daniel Reynolds:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China:
Volume 1 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

Debra Espiritu:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1 when you desired it?
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