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In his youth, R. Saadia Gaon (882–942 C.E.) dreamed of publishing a new translation of the Torah for
Arabic-speaking Jews to replace the overly literal ones in vogue at the time. It would be a proper translation,
conforming to the tenets of both traditional Judaism and contemporary philosophy—not to mention the
canons of Arabic grammar and style. Saadia’s interest in this project was not purely academic. Rabbinic
Judaism was under attack from Karaite and Muslim polemicists eager to win new converts, and Saadia felt
that a new Arabic version of the Torah was needed to counter the attack. His dream was realized with the
issuing of the Tafs?r, the most important Jewish Bible translation of the Middle Ages.

Richard C. Steiner traces the history of the Tafs?r—its ancient and medieval roots, its modest beginnings, its
subsequent evolution, and its profound impact on the history of biblical exegesis. Among the many sources
he uses to elucidate this history are two previously neglected manuscripts: a Christian Arabic translation of
the Pentateuch from St. Catherine’s Monastery in the Sinai Desert, and a Judeo-Arabic annotated translation
of Genesis from the Cairo Genizah. Steiner argues that the latter is a page from a copy of the first edition of
the Tafs?r prepared while Saadia was a student in Tiberias, and the former is a copy of Hunayn b. Ish?q’s
“lost” Arabic version of the Pentateuch (ninth century C.E.), containing a philosophical rendering of Genesis
1:1 adopted later by Saadia in the Tafs?r.
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From reader reviews:

Janette Collins:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Biblical Translation in the
Making: The Evolution and Impact of Saadia Gaon's Tafsi?r (Harvard Center for Jewish Studies) (Harvard
Center for Jewish Studies (Hardcover)) (English and Hebrew Edition). All type of book could you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Henry Reavis:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the A Biblical Translation
in the Making: The Evolution and Impact of Saadia Gaon's Tafsi?r (Harvard Center for Jewish Studies)
(Harvard Center for Jewish Studies (Hardcover)) (English and Hebrew Edition) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Ralph Humphries:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. A Biblical Translation in the Making: The Evolution and Impact of Saadia Gaon's Tafsi?r
(Harvard Center for Jewish Studies) (Harvard Center for Jewish Studies (Hardcover)) (English and Hebrew
Edition) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Madeline Edwards:

The book untitled A Biblical Translation in the Making: The Evolution and Impact of Saadia Gaon's Tafsi?r
(Harvard Center for Jewish Studies) (Harvard Center for Jewish Studies (Hardcover)) (English and Hebrew
Edition) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and



anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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