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“Howard (In the Colorless Round) upends some traditional literary conventions in these 14 tales of startling
description and beauty. Her settings are bucolic, such as an abandoned farm house, a hilltop mansion and the
ruins of a cider mill, each depicted in romantic language ('in a lavender twilight'). In the first story, 'Light
Carried on Air Moves Less,' a waiflike beauty stumbles upon an erotic book and apes the illustrations, all the
while being watched by a curious 'specter.' In 'Captive Girl for Cobbled Horsemen,' the author plays on the
19th-century captive narrative, while 'Seascape' tinkers with the maritime ghost story by featuring a widow
who gradually comes to love the captain depicted in a painting. Many of the stories simply showcase lush,
serene description, such as 'The Scent of Apples,' in which a recluse tends to his apple orchard, spied on
adoringly by his orphan ward. The last story, 'The Tartan Detective,' features all the necessary accoutrements
of detective fiction (even 'the listening mechanism concealed in a potted fern!'). Howard's sensuous prose is
to be savored for its own sake.”—Publishers Weekly

“Joanna Howard’s short stories flit about like phantoms—just as her characters are ethereal and haunting, her
stories are framed by an aura of mystery and romance, with fleeting peaks of action. The 14 stories in On the
Winding Stair range from a vignette of an encounter to a 'novel in shorts' that encompasses several
generations. Howard imbues all her tales with dream-like action and sidelong description, which creates a
haze around the narrative that, rather than disorient, lulls the reader into her sometimes euphoric, sometimes
tragic world. Her careful and practiced dismissal of the concrete allows the reader release from conventional
concerns of plot and conflict, and ultimately celebrates the unknowable.”—Verse

In her debut short story collection, Joanna Howard bends the expectations and cliches of mainstream
mystery and paranormal writing to bring new surprises and intelligence to the genre. Rebecca Brown says,
“These words are dreams or visions, fantasies, letters of things that are not quite love, buffooneries and
comedies, scenarios from horror films you are afraid you'll one day see.” Howard joins Kelly Link and
Shelley Jackson in redefining genre writing for a new audience.

Joanna Howard holds a PhD in creative writing from the University of Denver and an MFA from Bowling
Green State University. She teaches fiction writing at Brown University.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled On the Winding
Stair: Stories (American Readers Series #12)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

John Lee:

The book untitled On the Winding Stair: Stories (American Readers Series #12) is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of On the Winding Stair: Stories (American Readers Series #12) from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ana Jara:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled On the Winding Stair: Stories (American Readers Series #12) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The On the Winding Stair: Stories (American Readers Series
#12) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Omar Yoder:

This On the Winding Stair: Stories (American Readers Series #12) is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having On the Winding Stair: Stories (American Readers Series #12) in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.



active do you still doubt that will?
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