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In the 1830s and 1840s, increasing numbers of Russians renounced the modernized, secularized,
Westernized Russia created by Peter the Great in an effort to revive alternative lifestyles based on Orthodox
spirituality and values. This effort found expression in a revival of monasticism that began in the era of
Nicholas I and would last for the duration of the imperial period, brought to an end only by the cataclysm of
revolution and repression of the new Bolshevik regime. Suppressed by the communists, Russian monasticism
experienced another revival in the post-World War II era and again in the post-Soviet period, demonstrating
that the impulse to renounce the contemporary world for the cloister is a central pattern of Russian
religiosity. This book is the first comprehensive analysis of these monastic revivals, presenting a
fundamentally new picture of religion in modern Russia. Scott Kenworthy's approach is that of a
contextualized microhistory: an in-depth study of one monastic complex, framed within research on
monasticism more broadly. The case study here is Russia's largest and most famous monastery, the Trinity-
Sergius Lavra in Sergiev Posad, near Moscow. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Russian Orthodox
Church is again experiencing a revival, and monasticism is playing a central role in this resurgence. In the
search to recover the past, Russian Orthodox are turning to the nineteenth century revival as a normative
model. Numerous Russians are once again renouncing the contemporary world--in this case, both the
socialist past and the post-socialist capitalist present--and opting for a mode of life that represents a return to
past values. Monasteries are again foci of popular piety as well as of important publishing activities, and
their spirituality is regarded as the purest expression of Orthodox ideals. This book provides an essential
basis for understanding Orthodoxy in its historical context and its contemporary manifestations.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Heart of Russia: Trinity-Sergius, Monasticism, and Society after
1825 (A Woodrow Wilson Center Book).

Robert Carroll:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Heart of Russia: Trinity-
Sergius, Monasticism, and Society after 1825 (A Woodrow Wilson Center Book). All type of book could
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Clinton Perez:

The guide untitled The Heart of Russia: Trinity-Sergius, Monasticism, and Society after 1825 (A Woodrow
Wilson Center Book) is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The
Heart of Russia: Trinity-Sergius, Monasticism, and Society after 1825 (A Woodrow Wilson Center Book)
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Faye Pearson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Heart of
Russia: Trinity-Sergius, Monasticism, and Society after 1825 (A Woodrow Wilson Center Book) that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are
able to pick The Heart of Russia: Trinity-Sergius, Monasticism, and Society after 1825 (A Woodrow Wilson
Center Book) become your personal starter.
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