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In James Madison and the Making of America, historian Kevin Gutzman looks beyond the way James
Madison is traditionally seen -- as "The Father of the Constitution" -- to find a more complex and sometimes
contradictory portrait of this influential Founding Father and the ways in which he influenced the spirit of
today's United States. Instead of an idealized portrait of Madison, Gutzman treats readers to the flesh-and-
blood story of a man who often performed his founding deeds in spite of himself: Madison's fame rests on
his participation in the writing of The Federalist Papers and his role in drafting the Bill of Rights and
Constitution. Today, his contribution to those documents is largely misunderstood. He thought that the Bill
of Rights was unnecessary and insisted that it not be included in the Constitution, a document he found
entirely inadequate and predicted would soon fail. Madison helped to create the first American political
party, the first party to call itself "Republican", but only after he had argued that political parties, in general,
were harmful. Madison served as Secretary of State and then as President during the early years of the
United States and the War of 1812; however, the American foreign policy he implemented in 1801-1817
ultimately resulted in the British burning down the Capitol and the White House. In so many ways, the
contradictions both in Madison's thinking and in the way he governed foreshadowed the conflicted state of
our Union now. His greatest legacy?the disestablishment of Virginia's state church and adoption of the
libertarian Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom?is often omitted from discussion of his career. Yet,
understanding the way in which Madison saw the relationship between the church and state is key to
understanding the real man. Kevin Gutzman's James Madison and the Making of America promises to
become the standard biography of our fourth President.
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From reader reviews:

Gavin Wilkins:

With other case, little people like to read book James Madison and the Making of America. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book James
Madison and the Making of America. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Corey Barksdale:

The actual book James Madison and the Making of America will bring one to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suitable to you. The book James Madison and the Making of America is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Tina McKinney:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be James Madison and the Making of America why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Richard Rodriguez:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book James Madison and the Making of America we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book James Madison and
the Making of America. You can more appealing than now.
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