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Nelson Mandela was a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary, politician, and philanthropist, who served
as President of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. He was the country's first black head of state and the first
elected in a fully representative democratic election. His government focused on dismantling the legacy of
apartheid by tackling institutionalised racism and fostering racial reconciliation. Ideologically an African
nationalist and socialist, he served as President of the African National Congress (ANC) party from 1991 to
1997. A Xhosa, Mandela was born in Mvezo to the Thembu royal family. He studied law at the University of
Fort Hare and the University of the Witwatersrand before working as a lawyer in Johannesburg. There he
became involved in anti-colonial and African nationalist politics, joining the ANC and co-founding its Youth
League. After the National Party's white-only government established apartheid—a system of racial
segregation that privileged whites—he and the ANC committed themselves to the apartheid government's
overthrow. Mandela was appointed President of the ANC's Transvaal branch, rising to prominence for his
involvement in the 1952 anti-apartheid Defiance Campaign and the 1955 Congress of the People. He was
repeatedly arrested for seditious activities and was unsuccessfully prosecuted in the 1956 Treason Trial.
Influenced by Marxism, he secretly joined the South African Communist Party (SACP). Although initially
committed to non-violent protest, in association with the SACP he co-founded the militant Umkhonto we
Sizwe in 1961 and led a sabotage campaign against the government. In 1962, he was arrested for conspiring
to overthrow the state and sentenced to life imprisonment in the Rivonia Trial. Mandela served 27 years in
prison, initially on Robben Island, and later in Pollsmoor Prison and Victor Verster Prison. Amid
international pressure and growing fear of a racial civil war, President F. W. de Klerk released him in 1990.
Mandela and de Klerk negotiated an end to apartheid and organised the 1994 multiracial general election in
which Mandela led the ANC to victory and became President. Leading a broad coalition government which
promulgated a new constitution, Mandela emphasised reconciliation between the country's racial groups and
created the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to investigate past human rights abuses. Economically,
Mandela's administration retained its predecessor's liberal framework despite his own socialist beliefs, also
introducing measures to encourage land reform, combat poverty, and expand healthcare services.
Internationally, he acted as mediator in the Pan Am Flight 103 bombing trial and served as Secretary-General
of the Non-Aligned Movement from 1998 to 1999. He declined a second presidential term and in 1999 was
succeeded by his deputy, Thabo Mbeki. Mandela became an elder statesman and focused on charitable work,
combating poverty and HIV/AIDS through the Nelson Mandela Foundation. Mandela was a controversial
figure for much of his life. Although critics on the right denounced him as a communist terrorist and those on
the radical left deemed him too eager to negotiate and reconcile with apartheid's supporters, he gained
international acclaim for his activism. Widely regarded as an icon of democracy and social justice, he
received more than 250 honours—including the Nobel Peace Prize—and became the subject of a cult of
personality. He is held in deep respect within South Africa, where he is often referred to by his Xhosa clan
name, Madiba, and described as the "Father of the Nation".
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Nelson Mandela: A Biography.

Vivian Nava:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Nelson Mandela: A
Biography suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Nelson Mandela: A Biographyis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Christopher Parker:

This Nelson Mandela: A Biography is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Nelson Mandela: A
Biography in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Michael Major:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Nelson Mandela: A
Biography.
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