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With a history stretching back to ancient India, Buddhism has influenced American culture since the
American Transcendentalist movement in the 1830s and '40s. Only in the past few decades, however, has
this transplanted philosophy begun to blossom into a full-fledged American religion, made up of three broad
groups: a burgeoning Asian immigrant population, numerous native-born converts, and old-line Asian
American Buddhists. In Buddhism in America, religious historian Richard Seager offers a perceptive and
engaging portrait of the communities, institutions, practices, and individuals that are integral to the
contemporary Buddhist landscape.

The book begins with a brief survey of Buddhist beliefs -- the story of the Buddha's life, the meaning of
enlightenment, realization, the cultivation of nonattachment, and other core concepts -- and Buddhist history
in both Asia and the United States. In part 2, Seager presents six well-crafted profiles of Buddhist traditions
that have been brought to the United States from Japan, Tibet, Southeast Asia, and elsewhere. This section
highlights challenges and problems that have come with transporting and adapting an Asian religion to late
twentieth-century America: Who can teach and who can lead? What are the proper roles of laypeople and
monks in a society lacking a strong monastic tradition?

The last section takes up the general theme of Americanization, looking at recent developments in three
important areas -- gender equity, progressive social change, and intra-Buddhist and interreligious dialogue.
Arguing that the gulf between recent converts and new immigrant communities is the most prominent feature
of the contemporary scene, Seager assesses American Buddhism as a whole and looks into its future: Will
the dharma, traditional Buddhist teachings, be watered down to suit the lifestyles of middle-class,
consumerist Americans? Will this highly decentralized religion develop strong national associations, as
Catholicism and Judaism have? What institutions -- universities, monasteries, or dharma centers run by and
for laypeople -- will be most effective in preserving and developing an American Buddhist tradition? This
lucid survey lays the foundations for understanding one of the United States' most vital new religions.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Benner:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Buddhism in
America book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jessica Adkins:

The experience that you get from Buddhism in America is the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Buddhism in America giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this Buddhism in America instantly.

Darlene Gutierrez:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Buddhism in
America suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Buddhism in Americais the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Annie Hiatt:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is
Buddhism in America this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is
why this book suited all of you.
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