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"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced." —Pearl S. Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei) has been called the fifth
Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in
its own time for its literary qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it has also
been denigrated as a "dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen Qing, a wealthy, young,
dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his marriage to a fifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden
Lotus." In her desire to influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare the rivalries within this
wealthy family while chronicling its rise and fall. It fields a host of vivid characters, each seeking advantage
in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a pseudonym, means "Scoffing
Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso
collection of voices and vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different social registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment mordantly on the society of
the time.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington University, who situates the novel
for contemporary readers and explains its greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition.
This translation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as translated by Clement Egerton with the
assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the most prominent Chinese writers of the
twentieth century. The translation has been pinyinized and corrected.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Golden Lotus
Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei to read.

Ray Chung:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you still
thinking Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Betty McClanahan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin
Ping Mei that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are
able to pick Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei become your own personal starter.

Juan Gilbert:

The book untitled Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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