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Over the years, Edward Fowler, an American academic, became a familiar presence in San'ya, a run-down
neighborhood in northeastern Tokyo. The city's largest day-labor market, notorious for its population of
casual laborers, drunks, gamblers, and vagrants, has been home for more than half a century to anywhere
from five to fifteen thousand men who cluster in the mornings at a crossroads called Namidabashi (Bridge of
Tears) in hopes of getting work. The day-labor market, along with gambling and prostitution, is run by
Japan's organized crime syndicates, the yakuza. Working as a day laborer himself, Fowler kept a diary of his
experiences. He also talked with day laborers and local merchants, union leaders and bureaucrats, gangsters
and missionaries. The resulting oral histories, juxtaposed with Fowler's narrative and diary entries, bring to
life a community on the margins of contemporary Japan.Located near a former outcaste neighborhood, on
what was once a public execution ground, San'ya shows a hidden face of Japan and contradicts the common
assumption of economic and social homogeneity. Fowler argues that differences in ethnicity and class,
normally suppressed in mainstream Japanese society, are conspicuous in San'ya and similar communities.
San'ya's largely middle-aged, male day-laborer population contains many individuals displaced by Japan's
economic success, including migrants from village communities, castoffs from restructuring industries, and
foreign workers from Korea and China. The neighborhood and its inhabitants serve as an economic buffer
zone?they are the last to feel the effects of a boom and the first to feel a recession. They come alive in this
book, telling urgent stories that personify such abstractions as the costs of modernization and the meaning of
physical labor in postindustrial society.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary
Tokyo was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo is
not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book
San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo. You never experience lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Lori Thomas:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Susan Ross:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
particular San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Donald Warren:

You can find this San'ya Blues: Laboring Life in Contemporary Tokyo by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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