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This book examines the ways that Classical and Renaissance epic poems often work against their expressed
moral and political values. It combines aformal and tropological analysis that stresses difference and
disjunction with a political analysis of the epic's figurative economy. It offers an interpretation of three epic
poems - Homer's Iliad, Virgil's Aeneid, and Spencer's Faerie Queene - that focuses on the way these texts
make apparent the aesthetic, moral, and political difference that constitutes them, and sketches, in
conclusion, two alternative resolutions of such division in Milton's Paradise Lost and Cervantes Don
Quixote, an 'epic' in prose. The book outlines a theory of how and why epic narrative may be said to subvert
certain of its congtitutive claims while articulating a cultural argument of which it becomes the contradictory
paradigm. The author focuses on the aesthetic and ideological work accomplished by poetic figure in these
narratives, and understands ideology as a figurative, substitutive system that resembles and uses the system
of tropes. She defines the ideological function of tropes in narrative and the often contradictory way in which
narratives acknowledge and seek to efface the transformative functions of ideology. Beginning with what it
describes as adual tendency within the epic simile (toward metaphor in the transformations of ideology;
toward metonymy as it maintains a structure of difference), the book defines the politics of the similein epic
narrative and identifies metalepsis as the defining trope of ideology. It demonstrates the political and poetic
costs of the structural reliance of allegorical narrative on catachresis and shows how the narrator's use of
prosopopoeiato assert political authority reshapes the figurative economy of the epic. The book is
particularly innovative in being the first to apply to the epic the set of questions posed by the linking of the
theory of rhetoric and the theory of ideology. It argues that historical pressures on atext are often best seen
asadialectic in which ideology shapes poetic process while poetry counters, resists, figures, or generates the
tropes of ideology itself.
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From reader reviews:
Jane Cudllar:

This book untitled The Choice of Achilles: The Ideology of Figure in the Epic to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit init. You
will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Luther Roberts;

The e-book with title The Choice of Achilles: The Ideology of Figure in the Epic posesses alot of
information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
within new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

David Munsch:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read is The Choice of Achilles: The Ideology of Figure in the Epic.

George Rodriguez:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Choice of Achilles: The Ideology
of Figurein the Epic book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Choice of
Achilles: The Ideology of Figure in the Epic as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This
isone e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth senseto
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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