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This volume presents several treatises of St. Cyprian (200/10?-258) in translation. To Donatus (Ad Donatum)
is a monologue written shortly after Cyprian's baptism in 246 in which he extols his spiritual rebirth in the
sacrament of baptism. Literary criticism has come to view this treatise as a model for St. Augustine's
Confessions. The Dress of Virgins (De habitu virginum) written in 249 is addressed to women ("flowers in
the Church's garden") who have dedicated their lives to God's service. In this treatise on virginity Cyprian
warns these women against seeking finery and the pitfalls of worldliness.

The Fallen (De lapsis), written in 251, deals with the problems encountered in reconciling with the Church
those who had defected during the time of persecution. These problems were acute especially after the
Decian persecution. The Unity of the Catholic Church (De unitate ecclesiae), written very likely in 251, is
directed in the first place against the Novatian schism. This treatise contains the famous words: "He cannot
have God for his father who does not have the Church for his mother."

The Lord's Prayer (De oratione dominica) is as the title indicates a commentary on the Our Father. Many of
its words and phrases remind one of Tertullian whom Cyprian admired greatly. To Demetrian (As
Demetrianum) is a vigorous defense of Christianity against pagan calumnies. Mortality (De mortalitate)
written perhaps in 252 or later has often been described as being a pastoral letter of a bishop to comfort and
console his flock during a time of trial and tribulation.

Work and Alms (De opere et eleemosynis) is a treatise that may have been written in 252 or even later. It is a
warm and heartfelt exhortation of a bishop to his flock encouraging them to do good works. The Blessing of
Patience (De bono patientiae), written sometime during the year 256, has frequently been described as a
sermon delivered during the controversy over the validity of heretical baptism in northern Africa.

Jealousy and Envy (De zelo et livore) like the preceding treatise greatly resembles a sermon delivered on the
topic in the title. It was probably written between 251 and 257. To Fortunatus (Ad Fortunatum), a work
replete with quotations from Scripture to encourage a Christian in time of persecution, was probably written
between 253 and 257. In its original Latin this treatise is an important witness to the text of the Bible before
St. Jerome's revisions. That Idols are not Gods (Quod idola dii non sint) is a relatively unimportant work
when judged on the basis of its content. Modern patristic scholars seriously doubt its authenticity.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Treatises (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Charles Ginter:

This Treatises (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. That Treatises (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Treatises (Fathers of
the Church Patristic Series) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Treatises (Fathers of the
Church Patristic Series) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Frank Wimmer:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the book untitled Treatises (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Barbra Poole:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Treatises (Fathers of the Church Patristic
Series) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Treatises (Fathers of the
Church Patristic Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading this.
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