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At the 1989 Smithsonian Folklife Festival, throngs of visitors gathered on the National Mall to celebrate
Hawai'i's multicultural heritage through its traditional arts. The "edu-tainment" spectacle revealed a richly
complex Hawai'i few tourists ever see and one never before or since replicated in a national space. The
program was restaged a year later in Honolulu for a local audience and subsequently inspired several spin-
offs in Hawai'i. In both Washington, D.C., and Honolulu, the program instigated a new paradigm for cultural
representation.Based on archival research and extensive interviews with festival organizers and participants,
this innovative cross-disciplinary study uncovers the behind-the-scenes negotiations and processes that
inform the national spectacle of the Smithsonian Folklife Festival.Intersecting the fields of museum studies,
folklore studies, Hawaiian studies, performance studies, cultural studies, and American studies, American
Aloha supplies a nuanced analysis of how the carefully crafted staging of Hawai'i's cultural diversity was
used to serve a national narrative of utopian multiculturalism - one that collapsed social inequities and
tensions, masked colonial history, and subordinated indigenous politics - while empowering Hawai'i's
traditional artists and providing a model for cultural tourism that has had long-lasting effects.Heather
Diamond deftly positions the 1989 program within a history of institutional intervention in the traditional arts
of Hawai'i's ethnic groups as well as in relation to local cultural revivals and the tourist industry. By tracing
the planning, fieldwork, site design, performance, and aftermath stages of the program, she examines the
uneven processes through which local culture is transformed into national culture and raises questions about
the stakes involved in cultural tourism for both culture bearers and culture brokers.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Evans:

This American Aloha: Cultural Tourism and the Negotiation of Tradition are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this American Aloha: Cultural
Tourism and the Negotiation of Tradition can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this American Aloha: Cultural Tourism and the Negotiation of
Tradition giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lillian Tobias:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The American
Aloha: Cultural Tourism and the Negotiation of Tradition provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.

Jason Valladares:

Beside this specific American Aloha: Cultural Tourism and the Negotiation of Tradition in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have American Aloha: Cultural Tourism and the Negotiation of
Tradition because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!

Brandon Gentry:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book American Aloha: Cultural Tourism and the Negotiation of Tradition. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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