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“Esolen signals with this book his presence in the top rank of authors of cultural criticism.”
—American Spectator

Play dates, soccer practice, day care, political correctness, drudgery without facts, television, video games,
constant supervision, endless distractions: these and other insidious trends in child rearing and education are
now the hallmarks of childhood. As author Anthony Esolen demonstrates in this elegantly written, often
wickedly funny book, almost everything we are doing to children now constricts their imaginations, usually
to serve the ulterior motives of the constrictors.

Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child takes square aim at these accelerating trends, in a
bitingly witty style reminiscent of C. S. Lewis, while offering parents—and children—hopeful alternatives.
Esolen shows how imagination is snuffed out at practically every turn: in the rearing of children almost
exclusively indoors; in the flattening of love to sex education, and sex education to prurience and hygiene; in
the loss of traditional childhood games; in the refusal to allow children to organize themselves into teams; in
the effacing of the glorious differences between the sexes; in the dismissal of the power of memory, which
creates the worst of all possible worlds in school—drudgery without even the merit of imparting facts; in the
strict separation of the child’s world from the adult’s; and in the denial of the transcendent, which places a
low ceiling on the child’s developing spirit and mind.

But Esolen doesn’t stop at pointing out the problem; he offers clear solutions as well. With charming stories
from his own boyhood and an assist from the master authors and thinkers of the Western tradition, Ten Ways
to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child is a welcome respite from the overwhelming banality of
contemporary culture. Interwoven throughout this indispensable guide to child rearing is a rich tapestry of
the literature, music, art, and thought that once enriched the lives of American children.

Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child confronts contemporary trends in parenting and
schooling by reclaiming lost traditions. This practical, insightful book is essential reading for any parent who
cares about the paltry thing that childhood has become, and who wants to give a child something beyond the
dull drone of today’s culture.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination
of Your Child is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Alma Brady:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child book is readable simply
by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child content conveys thinking easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such
as it. So , do you continue to thinking Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child is not loveable to
be your top listing reading book?

Rodney Natale:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Ten Ways to Destroy the
Imagination of Your Child that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child become your own starter.

Corey Watts:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Ten Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.
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