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Toussaint Louverture's life was one of hardship, triumph, and contradiction. Born into bondage in Saint-
Domingue (present-day Haiti), the richest colony in the Western Hemisphere, he witnessed first-hand the
torture of the enslaved population. Yet he managed to secure his freedom and establish himself as a small-
scale planter. He even purchased slaves of his own.

In Toussaint Louverture, Philippe Girard reveals the dramatic story of how Louverture transformed himself
from lowly freedman to revolutionary hero. In 1791, the unassuming Louverture masterminded the only
successful slave revolt in history. By 1801, he was general and governor of Saint-Domingue, and an
international statesman who forged treaties with Britain, France, Spain, and the United States-empires that
feared the effect his example would have on their slave regimes. Louveture's ascendency was short-lived,
however. In 1802, he was exiled to France, dying soon after as one of the most famous men in the world,
variously feared and celebrated as the "Black Napoleon."

As Girard shows, in life Louverture was not an idealist, but an ambitious pragmatist. He strove not only for
abolition and independence, but to build Saint-Domingue's economic might and elevate his own social
standing. He helped free Saint-Domingue's slaves yet immediately restricted their rights in the interests of
protecting the island's sugar production. He warded off French invasions but embraced the cultural model of
the French gentility.

In death, Louverture quickly passed into legend, his memory inspiring abolitionist, black nationalist, and
anti-colonialist movements well into the 20th century. Deeply researched and bracingly original, Toussaint
Louverture is the definitive biography of one of the most influential people of his era, or any other.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Bates:

Here thing why this particular Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with
Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary
Life in e-book can be your alternative.

Bert Martinez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life can be fine book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bernice Martinez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Toussaint Louverture: A Revolutionary Life it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book features high quality.

Edward Trotta:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Toussaint Louverture: A
Revolutionary Life which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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